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In the light of God’s call, and our situation here, our vision is:

To glorify and worship God and to further his kingdom on earth; To declare 

and show the love of Christ for all people to the people of Sandon; To teach, 

encourage and help people to be disciples of Christ; To proclaim Christ’s 

Gospel to the people of Sandon and the wider world;

To encourage commitment and personal growth in Christian discipleship 

and spirituality; To channel God’s love through service and care for all.

SERVICES : Please see the Parish Diary on Page 4 for this month’s 

services.

REGULAR ACTIVITIES AND MEETINGS

Tuesday 10.30am - Noon  Coffee & Chat.

  3.45pm - 5.15pm     SALT for children (4-7yrs)

     and their families (in term time)

  6.30pm - 9.15pm Youth Fellowship (Village Hall).

  7.45pm   Bell ringers. 

Wednesday 2.00pm - 3.30pm Tiny Tots

Friday  7.30pm - 8:30pm Choir Practice. 

WHO'S WHO

Priest-In-Charge:  Revd. C. Ashley  Tel: 01245 243863

Churchwardens:  Mrs. C. J. Mennie  Tel: 01245 281305

   Mr. M. Puffett   Tel: 01245 222066

Hon. Treasurer:     Mr. I. A. Underwood  Tel: 01245 225756

Hon. Secretary:     Mr. D. M. Farrar  Tel: 01245 471484

Electoral Roll Officer: Mrs. P. Eden   Tel: 01245 223415

Bell Ringers:          Mr. N. Tovey   Tel: 01245 472692

Choirmaster:  Mr. J. Gilder   Tel: 01245 471731

Organist:   Mr. R. Woods    Tel: 01245 268304

Flowers:                    Mrs. B. Underwood  Tel: 01245 225756

Tiny Tots:                  Mrs. A. Read   Tel: 01245 474858

Magazine Editor: Mr. N. Bobeldijk  Tel: 01245 471756

   (email: nickbob@easynet.co.uk)

Members of P.C.C.: Brian Amey, Nick Bobeldijk, Richard Cecil,  

   Judy Cecil, David Farrar, James Gilder,

   Christine Mennie, Michael Puffett, Alison Read,

   Dennis Terry, Jack Whinney, Ian Underwood.

ORGANISATIONS & ACTIVITIES IN SANDON & HOWE GREEN

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH HOWE GREEN

Minister: Revd J. Sermon (01245 601662). 

Sunday Service: 11.00am Morning Service (Communion 2nd Sunday). 

SANDON PARISH COUNCIL

Meetings are usually on the 2nd Monday of the month and are held alternately in 

Sandon Village Hall and at Howe Green.

Chair: Mr I. Wright

Parish Clerk: Mrs S. Dobson. (01245 227734)

Parish Office: Crack Willows, Mayes Lane,

Sandon, Essex CM2 7RP

SANDON VILLAGE HALL

Chair: Mr P. J. Ellis (01245 222682)

Secretary: Mrs J. Cecil (01245 224747)

Caretaker/Bookings: Mr S. Turner (01245 471575)

Hall Telephone (message facility) (01245 471970)

Treasurer: Mr N. Bobeldijk (01245 471756)

Beaver Cub Leader: Mrs J. Bernardes (01245 476830)

Brownie Guider: Mrs S. Little (01621 840525)

Cub Scout Leader: Mrs J. Blake (01245 603155)

Garden & Allotment Assn.: Mrs E Tappin (01245 476951)

Girl Guides: Ms. J. Ronaldson (07939 047987)

Over Sixties: Mrs S. Whinney (01245-222239)

Sandon W.I.: Mrs A. Harvey (01245 474294)

Group Scout Leader: Mr N. Paul (01245 474891)

Sports Club: Mr G. Lucas  (Secretary) (01245 283730) 

Youth Fellowship: Mr P. J. Ellis (01245 222682) 

OTHER ACTIVITIES AND MEETINGS

Wednesdays 6.00pm 1st Sandon Brownies in the Village Hall

Last Wednesday 2.00 - 4.15pm Over Sixties Club.

Thursdays 5.00 - 6.15pm Beaver Cubs in the Village Hall.

6.15 - 7.45pm 1st Sandon Cub Scouts in Village Hall.

8.00 - 9.30pm Sandon Scouts in the Village Hall

2nd Thursday 2.00pm Women's Institute in the Village Hall. 

Please inform the editor of any alterations.

The editor is pleased to accept notices, reports and articles from any Village organisation,

whether or not connected with the Church. Inclusion of any such items is at the Editor’s sole

discretion. Verbal requests for insertions cannot be accepted.

Editor: Nick Bobeldijk 34 Gilmore Way, Great Baddow, CM2 7AW.

Email: nickbob@easynet.co.uk Tel: 01245 471756



From The Rectory
Dear Friends, for one reason or another some of us don't find Christmas to be 
an easy and enjoyable time. Too much took place which spoilt Christmas past 
and now the ghost of 'Christmas past' spoils Christmas present.  We also have 
neighbours who grieve the loss of loved ones and the very happy Christmas 
days spent in their company; now they cannot see the possibility of being able 
to enjoy the season or the day ever again.  Your greeting and offer of 
hospitality this year may just help to put a little hope back into their lives and 
heal the wounds of sorrow and hurt. It's now only a matter of days and once 
again I hope many of you will be really engaged in 'sharing' the excitement 
Christmas brings.  
One year, on the run up to the big day a gentleman told me that he had heard 
a lady complaining about the Church (what's new I thought).  Her gripe was 
that 'it' (the Church) was attempting to muscle in on Christmas by pushing 
religion into it!  How wrong she was of course.  Hopefully the Church makes 
every effort to push Jesus back into Christmas not 'religion', despite stepping 
dangerously close to being politically incorrect!  
Christmas is always in danger of being a time to support the flagging economy 
and spend the cash still to be earned; a time to drink until one has left the 
planet; a time to eat until one's stomach is painfully distended and a time to be 
so chemically merry that straight lines cease to exist? 
Well the aforementioned lady was voicing a view point which is possibly 
shared by others.  What is your point of view on the place of 'religion' in and 
around the 'December festivities'?  Is there still a place for the Saviour of the 
world at His birthday celebration or is He no longer on your invitation list?  Do 
you offer Him a greeting and welcome him in to share Christmas with you?  It 
could have been a much regretted mistake on the part of the Bride and Groom 
who famously invited Him to share in their wedding at Cana in Galilee, but as 
everyone enjoyed themselves, He didn't sit in the kitchen and sulk with other 
party poopers and say to His Mother, "I really don't enjoy parties you know".  
He didn't say, "It wouldn't be morally acceptable for me to provide more wine, 
they're three sheets to the wind already!"  True He was reticent about the 
performance of his first miracle but from what we know of Jesus, He was 
thrilled to be invited and loved to see families and friends enjoying one 
another's company on a day of great importance to the newly wedded couple. 
As they spent time with Him they came to love Him.  For some it may have 
been 'cupboard love' because He provided an off license load of good wine, 
but for others it was simply because they had come to realise he loved and 
accepted them, just as they were!  He guess he was 'Wedding Guest of the 
Year'.  In all the seemingly important business of Christmas, please don't 
forget to share your home and your lives with Him this Christmas. He would be 
thrilled to be invited into your life and the life of your family to be where he 
belongs. 

  HAPPY CHRISTMAS Clive



Church Services: December 2010
At St. Andrew’s, Sandon and St. Mary’s, Little Baddow

 On-line information:

 St, Andrew’s Church, Sandon: www.sandon-church.info

 Sandon Parish Council:  www.sandon.info

Wednesday 1st 

09.15 Healing Service and Holy 

 Communion [S]

Thursday 2nd    

10.00 Healing Service and Holy 

 Communion [St Andrew’s 

 Chapel, LB]

Sunday 5th   

2nd Sunday of Advent

08.00 Holy Communion  [LB]  

10.00 Jubilate Eucharist [LB]

10.00 Parish Eucharist [S]

12.00 Baptism [LB]

16.00 Christingle Service [S]

18.30 Evensong [LB]

Wednesday 8th 

09.15 Holy Communion [S]

14.00 Mildmay WI Group Carol 

 Service [LB] 

Thursday 9th 

10.00 House Communion [LB]

Sunday 12th  

3rd Sunday of Advent

10.00 Morning Worship [S]

10.00 Parish Eucharist [LB]

18.30 United Evening Worship

 [LB URC Chapel]

18.30 Carol Service [S]

Wednesday 15th h   

09.15 Holy Communion [S]

Thursday 16th  

10.00 House Communion [LB]

Saturday 18th 

15.30 Wedding [LB]

Sunday 19th 

4th Sunday of  Advent

10.00 Parish Eucharist [S]

10.00 Eucharist (Said) [LB]

18.00 United Carol Service and 

 Christingle [LB]

Wednesday 22nd   

09.15 Holy Communion  [S]

Thursday 23rd  

10.00 House Communion [LB]

Friday 24th 

CHRISTMAS EVE

16.00 Crib Service [S]

23.30 Midnight Mass [LB]

23.30 Midnight Mass [S]

Saturday 25th 

CHRISTMAS DAY

10.00 Family Eucharist [S]

10.00 Carols around the Crib followed 

 by a said Communion [LB]

Sunday 26th  

1st Sunday of Christmas

10.00 Family Eucharist [S]

10.30  United Morning Service

 [LB URC Chapel]

Monday 27th 

St John the Evangelist

19.00 Compline [S]

Tuesday 28th 

The Holy Innocents

19.00 A Service of Remembrance 

 for Babies and Children that 

 have died [S]

Wednesday 29th 

St Stephen, deacon and first martyr

19.00 Compline [LB]

BCP = Book of Common Prayer

CW  = Common Worship

LB   = at Little Baddow Parish Church

S      = at Sandon Parish Church

HOWE GREEN UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 

CAROL SERVICE 

by candle light 

at 7-30 p.m. on THURSDAY, 16 DECEMBER 

All are welcome to join with friends and neighbours for this 

enjoyable event. 

Coffee and mince pies will be served after the singing 

and a collection taken for Little Havens Children's Hospice 

Notes from the Inventory   The Brassware

We possess an interesting collection of brassware much of which is used on a 

weekly basis and is seldom noticed except perhaps by the volunteers who 

polish it so willingly.

Firstly there are the ornaments.  There are two churchwardens' staves (wands), 

69 inch wooden poles, one tipped with a brass crown and the other with a 

bishop's mitre.   These are attached to the churchwardens' pews.   There is a 44 

inch verger's staff, tipped with a brass Maltese cross.   This is rarely seen 

except when carried by the person acting as verger at weddings or funerals.   

There is also a brass sanctuary lamp hanging above the altar and permanently 

lit.

Secondly, the candlesticks.   Two three-stemmed ones used during Holy Week.  

A pair of 2.5 inch, a pair of 3.5 inch and a pair of 8 inch.    These are seldom 

seen.

The 12 inch candlesticks are regularly used on the high altar and of course one 

of our two candle snuffers is brass.  There is also a double candlestick on the 

pulpit.

Finally items used as part of services.  The 16 inch font ewer was donated in 

1903 but not inscribed.  The highly ornate missal stand used on the altar  is 

dated 20th Oct 1905 and has some rather mysterious engravings;  DDG AAW 

and AMDG.   There is no record of their significance.   There is also the 

splendid 15 inch alms dish with no inscription but donated in 1901.

All in all a glittering collection adding so much to the routine life of our 

church.       Michael Puffett



                            SALT Update                            SALT Update                            SALT Update                            SALT Update
Have you ever dressed up as an Egyptian; ridden your own camel; 

written prayers on sackcloth; drawn a dream; illustrated a story 

scroll; only had a handful of rice to eat; tasted a pomegranate; been 

green with envy; made a jigsaw, or written your name in 

hieroglyphics? We’ve experienced all these things and more as 

we’ve explored the story of Joseph from the book of Genesis at 

SALT this term. We’ve also thought a lot about how God loves our 

families in all their ‘messiness’, just as he loved Joseph’s family; 

how even in confusing and difficult times He is always with us, and 

how He has the whole jigsaw picture, not just the little part we are 

experiencing now.

We’ve enjoyed welcoming several new families to SALT this term, 

and there have been so many people at our ‘Toast Time’ that we’ve 

rearranged the tables so that we can seat more people ~ adults as 

well as children. This seems to be working well and makes good 

conversation easier.

In the second half of term (already part way through when you 

read this) we are looking forward to Christmas and will be thinking 

about some of the passages in Isaiah which tell us that Jesus is 

coming. We will also have celebrated SALT’s first birthday by the 

time you read this and we continue to be very grateful to God for 

the way He is working through SALT.

In case you are a ‘new’ magazine reader, SALT stands for Sharing 

And Learning Together. It takes place at St Andrew’s Church, 

Sandon, after school on a Tuesday and is for 4-7+ year olds and 

their families. Do invite people to come along, and if you’re 

interested in being involved or helping in any way, we’d love to hear 

from you. Thank you for all your support.

Jean Elliot (SALT Worker)

Church Wardens Ramblings

After a quiet September, when children returned to school and holidays 

were just a memory, October burst on us with vibrant colours.

The first of October started with a lovely wedding, although I am told 

the weather was rather inclement (I was enjoying a lovely holiday in 

Amsterdam visiting family)

Despite the bad weather the Harvest weekend began with the church 

being adorned with a fabulous display of autumn. You only had to 

reach the porch and see the first floral arrangement to know that on 

entering the church you would be met with the usual high standard of 

flower displays that St Andrews is famous for.

Saturday evening after an informal service we had our Harvest Supper. 

The unusual Japanese grace given by Clive was followed by a lovely 

meal, especially those rather fattening desserts. The entertainment was 

organized by James Gilder. A rather nervous panel performed ‘Just a 

Minute’I do not think anyone from the BBC has anything to worry 

about.It was a very pleasant evening and thoroughly enjoyed by all.

Half term bought us another Fun Day. Fifteen children came to enjoy a 

day of activities including music and puppets(How imaginative 

children are especially seeing a leprachaun flying to the moon on a 

rocket.)

The afternoon ending with teddies abseiling from the tower.This was 

followed by a lovely tea.

October was brought to a close with the Autumn Fayre,not such a good 

turnout as other years but this seems to be the trend. Thank you to 

everyone who helped and those that spent there money(It is bread and 

water for me till payday, and I never won a thing)Despite the lack of 

attendance the atmosphere of warmth and friendliness was all around, 

especially when we all sat down for a lovely ploughman’s lunch.

The final Sunday brought Little Baddow and Sandon together for 

worship. A good congregation of 71 enjoyed a Parish Eucharist.

Thank you to everyone who came and joined us in our events. This is 

what church is all about, sharing our time and friendship together.

Christine Mennie



THIS YEAR’S AUTUMN FAYRE EXCLUSIVE

Although there were fewer ‘table tops’ this year overall the ‘Fayre’ raised 

£600 and proved to be a financial and social success. 

 I was a little disappointed not to have sold a super, pristine set of 

books which I had collected some 30 years ago! They totaled about 25 

volumes and included titles such as Robespierre, Napoleon and Caesar 

but obviously nobody reads nowadays other than what is on the Internet!! 

Anyway the ladies in the charity shop in the Vineyards were delighted to 

receive them in the afternoon! 

 Special mention and thanks must be made to all of the ‘stall’ 

holders, refreshment producers, organizers, and visitors for contributing 

to this function which is a little frenetic in taking place in all of 3 and a 

half hours from beginning to end.  We just needed say another 30 or 40 

customers and we would have been very happy! Maybe they were all on 

holiday or visiting their mothers or looking at their computers—who 

knows?

 We did have impetus from the some of the younger football 

supporters from the Sports Field which sort of balanced with the car jam 

in the car park- but I was impressed with the fervor of all the ultra small 

boys playing football next door who were being given some pretty torrid 

teaching by the trainer. Oh that we should have that enthusiasm!!

  I was most upset not to have won Peter and Evelyn Ellis’s ball 

game with my consummate skill in rolling balls down an incline, thought 

the cake stall a delight, the ‘bric and brac’ well organized, the turkey 

lottery obviously fixed as I did not win this year-- and Joan’s jams very 

interesting! I was a little concerned with the ladies at the door who took 

down everyone’s address with the excuse that they might win a raffle 

prize –which again even though I bought hundreds of tickets I failed to 

win a single prize!

 Finally I need to apologise for the 30 year old sherry which I 

opened at lunchtime—it was a bit murky and I should have decanted 

it—why is Jack always right about these things? Must be ‘cos he was 

dragged up better!  However the sherry was free!

 Even more finally- thanks to Christine Mennie for driving the 

event again.

        David Farrar



The town is overcrowded

There's no room anywhere.

Desperately the couple search

The man is in despair.

Then at last to an Inn they come

"Please - don't turn us away

My wife will give birth very soon

We must find somewhere to stay."

The Innkeeper takes pity on them

"With the animals you'll have to 

share

For all I have free is a stable -

You're welcome to rest in there."

Gratefully they go inside

To escape the long, cold night

While in the Heavens up above

There appears a strange bright 

light.

In the fields above the Town

Sheep are peacefully lying down.

Shepherds alert, their watches are 

keeping,

While Bethlehem is safely 

sleeping.

"Look!  The sky is growing bright 

-

What is this, a Holy sight?"

The shepherds ask in trembling 

fright

As Angels voices pierce the night.

The shepherds kneel upon the 

ground

The sky is filled with the Heavenly 

sound

Of Angels' voices high above

Proclaiming glory - peace - and 

love.

"Who are we that we should see

God's mysterious majesty?

Come let us see the wondrous sight

The Angels told us of this night."

So they hurry to the stable

Guided by the star.

Quietly they enter in

For the door is left ajar

And there amongst the animals

In a manger so forlorn

Lies the little miracle -

The Holy babe is born.

Gently the mother beckons them

"Come - and worship the Son"

In wonder they step forward -

The first to see God's Promised 

One.

THE CHOSEN

By

CHRISTINE WASS



 check the design of quite a large bridge in Birmingham that carries 4 train 
tracks over a dual carriageway.
What one life lesson do you feel you have learned? ... I can't answer that 
adequately. I want to be able to say something important about a relationship 
with God but my life doesn't seem to do it justice. That praise firstly of the Lord 
is important but also of others. I have only learned that I need to learn it!
How did you become a Christian? ... At school I think in spring 1969 when I 
was being prepared for confirmation we were taken by the school for a retreat 
at Pleshey. The chaplain, Rev Martin, who had also taught me chemistry, gave 
us a book called 'Your Confirmation' by Rev John Stott. In it he writes that you 
need to ask Christ into your life. Well I honestly did just that there and then 
certainly not really understanding much. However I believe that Christ 
honoured that request.
What do you like about Sandon Church? ... Many different aspects.
Do you believe in miracles? ... Yes in that I believe they happen but not in 
the sense that I would say I believe in Christ and put my trust in them. 
However Jesus appealed to those around him to believe in him even if it was 
only because of the miracles. I am sure he does not just mean the miracles 
done when he was in human form but even now.
What gives you hope for the future? ... It sounds really corny but really it is 
Christ's resurrection and the prospect of continuing to grow more into his 
likeness. We say during many church services, "Christ has died, Christ is 
risen, Christ will come again, This is the faith of the church."
Outgoing or shy? ... Both. It depends on the situation and how I am feeling.
Coffee or tea? ... Generally weak coffee but I like tea too.
What life experiences have been most special for you? ... Many. Either it is 
too hard or I am too lazy to try to single one out.
A film or book that has moved you? ... In recent years I have read the Bible 
more than any other and am increasingly beginning to see that there is much 
more to it than I could have thought possible. I tend to read history and 
biographies rather than fiction and recently have been seeing how many 
situations are addressed within stories of the bible. I have just finished a book
explaining Maxwell's equations and seeing the beauty that God has put in

.W.I. Meeting held on October 14th 2010

Eileen Bartrup, President, welcomed members, guests and the Speaker, Christine 
Murphy and thanked Muriel McMaster for the flowers. Jerusalem was then sung, 
accompanied for the first time, with a tape accompaniment. She was sorry to tell us that 
Mary Oliver had died recently and Pat Williams had lost her Mother at the age of 103.
The last meeting with Christopher Winter had been very amusing and the Gardener's 
Question time in conjunction with Sandon Gardening Club had been very successful 
and there was a suggestion that it should be repeated next year, while Dorothy Gray 
and her husband had represented us at the Boreham Harvest Quiz, and come about 
third. Eileen reminded us that at the next meeting we would be voting in a new 
Committee, and urged us to think about standing if asked. We are especially in need of 
a Treasurer.
Future events include a walk on Galleywood Common on November 3rd, followed by 
lunch at the Horse and Groom, the coach outing to Norwich on November 18th ( at the 
moment this is full with a waiting list) and the Mildmay Group Carol Service on 
December 8th at Little Baddow. Correspondence included information about the 2011 
AGM which will be held in Liverpool on 8th June, the Federation Carol Service which 
unfortunately is also on December 8th, a new quiz, and a coach outing being organised 
by Margaret Gill to the Barbican on 30th December. Eileen drew our attention to various 
items in the Essex News and told us that the Keep Fit group will continue to meet on 
Mondays, but with a new instructor..Peter. The class will now start at 9.30, not 10 
o'clock. The Craft group meets October 21st and on November 23rd there is to be a 
demonstration of sugarcraft in the St Andrew's room at 7.30. with the cost being £4. 
There was also a letter from St Andrew's Church asking if members could help their 
Autumn Fayre on October 30th by making cakes to be brought to the Village Hall 
sometime between 9 and 10o'clock. Eileen also told us that she had recently planted 
some hyacinth bulbs in the Garden of Remembrance in the Churchyard in memory of 
Daphne Tovey and Joan Davies.
Eileen then introduced the Speaker, Christine Murphy who for many years had been 
the head gardener at Myddleton House in Enfield. The property had been in the same 
family since the sixteen hundreds, with Mr Ernest Augustus Bowles being the last 
owner. He was a great garden lover who used to come home from his work in the City 
and go straight out and start work in the garden without bothering to change out of his 
business clothes. After his death, the house and garden were taken over by the Lea 
Valley Regional Park, and as some of the Olympic Events will be taking place in the 
area, there had been a Lottery Grant to restore the gardens from the neglected state 
they had become after Mr Bowle's death. Mr Bowles had been a self taught gardener, 
but became a Vice President of the Royal Horticultural Society, and he also had a great 
interest in the welfare of the deprived children of his area of London organising various 
activities for them. They became known as " The Bowles Boys" and some of them still 
return to the house and show an interest in what is happening there. Mrs Murphy had a 
number of slides and was an interesting and enthusiastic Speaker and was thanked by 
Barbara Hodges.
After tea, the Flower of the Month was won by Celia Kerslake who also won the 
competition for an autumn flower arrangement. 
The next meeting will be the annual Meeting on November 11th. A light lunch will be 
served at 12.45, but would anyone wishing to have lunch please let a Committee 
member know.
Anne Nickol

PARISH PEOPLE
Full name: ... Richard David Gascoyne-Cecil
Known as: ... Richard
When did you arrive in Sandon? ... In February 1955
What was the reason you came? ... To live with my 
fairly newly married parents and older brother and sister
Did you have any ambitions as a child? ... At one 
point early in primary school I recall wanting to be a 
fireman. In secondary school I wanted to be an 
engineer designing bridges.
Do they remotely resemble anything you do now? ... 
The engineering has largely happened and I did



NEWS FROM SAYF

From the start of this term we have been rebuilding both the 
junior and 77 group (teenagers) by slightly changing the format 
and activities which is working well. We do have vacancies in 
both groups and would like to have new blood in our support 
team. If you are interested, have a skill in sport, music, 
organising, dance or able to help in the Tuck Shop, please 
contact Peter. Things change and people move on in their lives 
and need to be replaced. We are a voluntary, self-financing 
group, working in the 21st century.
Not an easy thing to do. Could you help?
Panto 2011 - All Baba and the Forty Thieves is in rehearsal with 
the principals and is going well BUT we need more cast for small/
chorus parts. If there are any young people interested in drama - 
do come forward to be part of the Cast. Non SAYF members can 
be in the show. We call these Associated Members and the cost 
is £5 which includes insurance/membership. The script cost is £6. 
These are the only costs. At the end of a 7 performance show, 
how  much would you have paid to send your young person to a 
drama group?
Panto Specialist Help This year we require help with scenery 
building, sound operation, DVD camera operation and costume 
makers. You do not have to have a child in the Cast to help us.
Carol Singing Around the Village -Tuesday 21st December Meet 
at the Christmas Tree on the green at 6.50pm. SAYF sing carols 
around the village centre collecting for Helen & Douglas House, a 
hospice for children, in Oxford. SAYF has supported this charity 
since the mid 1980s. Anyone can come with us. It is fun and a 
wonderful evening. Then join members of SAYF for hot chocolate 
and goodies at the Village Hall afterwards.
Crib Service Christmas Eve 4.30 pm - St Andrew's Church 
Members of SAYF will be involved in the service together with 
some of their leaders. We invite ALL FAMILIES to join us at this 
special service.
If you need more information about any of the above - phone 
Peter on 01245 222682

 nature that is revealed through the scientific method is also moving. I do 
recommend Wild Swans.
What is your favourite part of the Bible? ... Many but I will single out one 
part of the book of Job. One of the commentaries I read suggested that this 
part may have a different author from other parts but it is nonetheless an 
amazing thought on the struggle men might exert toward gaining wisdom. I 
wrote a piece about it earlier this year for the Sandon parish magazine, which I 
called 'Heavy Elements'.. It is Job chapter 28.
Words that especially inspire you? ... The doxology at the end of the letter 
of Jude, "To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before 
his glorious presence without fault and with great joy— to the only God our 
Saviour be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
before all ages, now and forever more! Amen."
What quality do you most value in another person? ... Their humanity.
What kind of behaviour do you find most difficult to tolerate? ... What 
seems like insincerity.
Night or morning person? ... Probably more morning than night but I still take 
a bit of getting going!
Which season do you prefer? ... That there are seasons to give us a cycle to 
enjoy.
A moment when you felt the presence of God? ... One I might single out is 
in 1973 when I was doing some vacation training at Leyland in Lancashire 
staying at Stokes Hall a hall of residence run by British Leyland. I was 19 at the 
time. I just felt that all the aspirations I had felt thus far were met.
Favourite hymn? ... Just as I am - without one plea, But that Thy blood was 
shed for me, And that Thou bidst me come to Thee, -O Lamb of God, I come! 
by Charlotte Elliott. We sung it just before my father was buried at Sandon - 
one of the most emotional moments of my life
Do you believe religion and politics should be kept separate? ... No
Do you have friends from other faiths? ... Yes but more of no clearly 
declared faith.
Something you are looking forward to? ... At this moment, enjoying half-
term!
If you could donate a large sum to a charity which would you choose? ... 
If it was a seriously large sum then I think it would be unwise to give it to one 
charity because that can engender an over-dependence. I would certainly 
include The Navigators and CMS, both Christian missionary organisations of 
different sorts and with different emphases.
If you could save one thing that you own from a fire, what would it be? ... 
Judy.
What advice would you give to an 18 year old? ... Don't be alarmed by 
difficulties that come your way even if you have done very well thus far. A good 
number of 18 year olds that I meet have done very well so far but I often feel 
that they may not be adequately prepared for the things life can throw at us 
from the side, as it were. (Cont. Page 10)



(Cont. From Page 9)

What moment of your life would you most like to relive? ... Pass. Too hard 
a question. Moments maybe when I said or did something really stupid. I won’t 
forget ignoring my parents advice not to cut the elevator belt on my toy 
elevator after getting sand in it. My father tried to fix it but it was never the 
same again. I am increasing regretting promising to write this!
What age would you most like to be? ... It depends in what body. Being a 
baby in a baby's body is just fine etc.
Any special interests ... I am interested in science and engineering and 
technology. But I like to try to put that second to serving others. But it can be 
hard when you are grumpy.
Summary … This is a very hard exercise. Having got to the end trying to 
answer the questions in an interesting way that is honest, I realise that 
somehow there is no mention of Judy and our children or the easily more than 
half our lives we have spent together. I ask myself whether I would be happy 
for my children to read this in 30 years time and whether someone will take a 
phrase or sentence and use it in a way that is not what I would have wanted.

CHILDREN’S BOXES

Now is the time for the Children's Society Boxes to be opened. Please 

let me have them by the end of December or leave them in the church.

 

Many thanks , Eileen Bartrup.

SANDON VILLAGE HALL

Village Hall D.I.Y. Morning On Saturday 9 October volunteers carried 

out a variety of jobs to help to maintain the hall, hedge trimming, 

painting (inside and outside), cleaning out kitchen cupboards, minor 

gutter repairs and many other small jobs within the hall. All this work 

helps to keep the hall in good order and, of course, saves money. The 

group of helpers consisted of Committee members, their partners and 

3 members of the French Circle. Our grateful thanks to all who helped. 

Remember it is YOUR village hall. Come and help next time we have a 

DIY Day.

Plans and Ideas for installing the disabled toilet are being revisited with 

the hope that the work will be done in August 2011 but we need help 

on this project and offers of organising fund raising events. Let us try 

once again to get this project completed. Remember the Village Hall is 

YOURS and available to hire for your events/occasions at economical 

rates.

Peter Ellis (SVHCM)

AUTUMN FUN DAY

Liz has written a comprehensive report (400 words, 2,208 characters - 

with spaces!) detailing the happenings during the latest Fun Day and 

thanking all concerned. Unfortunately, due to lack of space, I have 

elected to defer the article until the next issue. As I have not informed 

her of this decision, it is quite possible that, once she has read this 

magazine, a new editor will need to be found for future editions!

While I am able, I wish all readers a Happy Christmas and a peaceful 

and prosperous New Year.      Ed.


